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CONEIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 0333 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, SU, ET 

SUBJECT: NIMEIRI CALLS EOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE 
REF: KHARTOUM 328 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED 

1 . PRESIDENT NIMEIRI MADE MAJOR NEW POLICY STATEMENT RE 
ERITREA AT PRESS CONFERENCE JAN 30. HE INDICATED SUDAN 
AND ITS PEOPLE WILL HELP ERITREAN PEOPLE QUOTE RESTORE 
THEIR LOST RIGHTS UNQUOTE. MORNING PAPERS NEXT DAY 
HEADLINED QUOTE SUDAN STANDS WITH ERITREAN PEOPLE'S DESIRE 
EOR INDEPENDENCE UNQUOTE. THUS FOR FIRST TIME GOS HAS 
PUBLICLY COME OUT IN EAVOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE. 

2. IN EXPLAINING GOS POLICY, NIMEIRI DESCRIBED HIS 

EEEORTS TO AVOID CONERONTATION WITH ETHIOPIA OVER ERITREAN 
ISSUE AND HOW HE HAD HOPED ETHIOPIAN/ERITREAN DISPUTE COULD 
BE SOLVED THROUGH DIALOGUE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING IN 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 00333 311148Z 

MANNER SIMILAR TO WHICH SUDAN HAD RESOLVED ITS OWN CIVIL 
WAR IN SOUTH. HE SAID HE HAD ALMOST SUCCEEDED DURING REGIME 
OE HAILE SELASSIE BUT THEN MILITARY JUNTA TOOK OVER AND 
INSISTED ON SOLVING ISSUE THROUGH INDISCRIMINATE 
VIOLENCE AGAINST BOTH "ABYSSINIANS" AND ERITREANS. THUS 
HIS EEEORTS PERSUADE ETHIOPIANS NOT USE EORCE HAVE EAILED. 

FINAL STRAW WAS ATROCIOUS BRUTALITIES CONDUCTED BY EPMG 
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AGAINST INNOCENT ERITREAN PEOPLE. AFTER STUDYING MATTER 
CAREEULLY, GOS HAS DETERMINED THAT ERITREAN PEOPLE HAVE 
JUST CAUSE AND SUDAN IS GOING TO HELP THEM. 

3. AMERICAN JOURNALIST ASKED HOW SUDAN COULD SUPPORT 
ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS DESPITE DIFEERENCES IN 
IDEOLOGY BETWEEN ERITREAN REBELS AND GOS. NIMEIRI SAID 
SUDAN NOT LOOKING AT PROBLEM FROM IDEOLOGICAL POINT OP VIEW. 
HE ADDED THAT SUDAN CONSIDERED NATIONAL MOVEMENTS IN ERITREA 
MOTIVATED BY TOTAL LIBERATION. HE SAID THREE LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS AGREE ON THAT END, BUT DIPPER ON MEANS TO ACHIEVE 
THAT END. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. COMMENT: NIMEIRI'S PRESS CONFERENCE FOR FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS COVERING CURRENT SSU CONFERENCE ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED BE GIVEN BY MININFO SATURDAY BUT WAS POSTPONED AT 
LAST MINUTE AND GIVEN BY NIMEIRI NEXT DAY INSTEAD. WE BELIEVE 
HIS REMARKS WERE TRIGGERED BY ANTI-NIMEIRI STATEMENTS MADE 
JANUARY 29 BY EPMG CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTI ABOUT WHICH FONMIN 
MAKKAWI COMPLAINED TO AMBASSADOR FOLLOWING DAY (REFTEL), 
THOUGH NIMEIRI HAD MADE SIMILAR COMMENTS TO AMBASSADOR IN 
PRIVATE BEFORE. 

BREWER 
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